
Headmaster's Missive
1/15/2020 - Feast of St. Paul the First Hermit

"What matters most is the sanctification of the now moment. Time is so precious that
God doles it out second by second. If life in the past has been evil, the new year is
an opportunity for penance. In such a way is time redeemed. If life, however, has

been virtuous, the new year is an opportunity for greater self-perfection."
- Ven. Fulton J. Sheen

Dear Parents,

The second week of a new semester is always a week of the rubber hitting the road.

It is a pleasure to see classes settling in and our extracurricular activities get moving

here at school. This Monday in Homeroom we read the Playbook art icle art icle "Don't Wait

to Join the Fight," which was a timely reminder that the grace we are given is the

grace of the "now" moment, in the present. Our students have new opportunities to

grown in virtue with the beginning of a new semester. Thank you for your parenting,

https://lifeteen.com/blog/dont-wait-join-fight/
https://www.holyspiritacademy.org/calendar


encouragement, and guidance this time of year at home. With open enrollment for

returning and new families, now is also a good time to plan for your next year at

Holy Spirit Academy. Finally, special thanks to the parents and students who helped

with Cub grocery bagging last weekend, we made $1114 for the senior trip! May

God Bless our committed families!

Godspeed,

Andrew M. Lang

Headmaster

Venerable Fulton Sheen, Pray for Us!

PP lease review  our live calendar for completelease review  our live calendar for complete

coverage of upcoming events!coverage of upcoming events!

FYI-Upcoming EventsFYI-Upcoming Events
Enrollment for new students
and re-enrollment for current
students is open in TADS. If
families choose to apply for
financial aid, priority
consideration will be given to
applications completed by
March 15th.
March for Life (on 3/22/20)
permission slips went out
Monday. Please sign them
and send them back with
payment as soon as you can.
Winter Warm Up 1/17-1/18.
Thanks for signing up for a Holy
Hour. Ski Retreat 1/19.
Freshmen entrance test ingFreshmen entrance test ing
is Saturday, January 25th.
Please call the office to sign
up ASAP.
Now that school is back in
session please invite your
prospective student friends to
shadowshadow !

Sheen TeamSheen Team
Please get your Write-a-Thon

Facul tyFacul ty
RuminationRumination

by M r. W halenby M r. W halen
To many high school
students, the irrational
number set is aptly named- they are
irrational numbers because they don’t make
any sense. On the one hand, irrational
numbers are rather surprising when
compared to other number sets, like natural
numbers (1, 2, 3, 4…), integers (…-2, -1, 0, 1,
2, 3…), and rational numbers (3/7, .2, 3/1,
etc.). For one thing, the integer set
“contains” the natural numbers, meaning
every natural number is also an
integer. Further, every integer is also a
rational number because you can always
express it as a ratio (4 = 4/1, etc.). But there is
no overlap between rational and irrational
numbers; no rational number is irrational and
no irrational is rational. Why is that? Well, the
name “rational number” is derived from the
word “ratio” which is means a relation
between two quantities of the same
kind. Think of rational numbers as fractions of
integers. Every rational number, can be
expressed as a ratio of two integers, like 1/2,
3/2, 3/7, or 3/1. At first glance, it may seem
like all numbers would fit that
definition. Can’t all numbers be expressed as
a ratio or fraction? Surprising as it may seem,
it turns out that some numbers CANNOT! Such
numbers are therefore called irrational
numbers because they cannot  be expressed
as a ratio of two integers. While this definition



names sent back to
school. Every student needs to
provide three names. They
were due yesterday and the
Write-a-Thon is next Friday,
January 24. Thank you!
New New to Write-a-Thon this
year! We are asking each
student to choose a Catholic
or Christian celebrity and find
their address. Bring their name
and address to the Write-a-
Thon. You will send a letter to
your celebrity.
We are sending home Lenten
retreat flyers in the family
folder this week. Please hang
up at your parish, a local
business, or share with a
friend! Thank you!

CondolencesCondolences
Condolences to the Warner and
Mueller families who had
grandparents pass in the last week.
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon
them. Amen.

is not too difficult to understand, proving that
any such number exists is a bit more
challenging. The algebra II students are
discovering this for themselves by proving
that numbers like “the square root of
2” cannot be expressed as a ratio or
fraction. Explorations like these are wonderful
in their own right but they also ensure a more
profound understanding of mathematics
and open up new vistas for the students. Just
wait until we get to imaginary numbers! 

Activity Director's CornerActivity Director's Corner



Fencing Club is carrying on into the second
semester. Thanks Mr. Lippert for your
leadership!

   

https://www.facebook.com/pg/holyspiritacademy/posts/?ref=page_internal
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCr3Iv3VmoHlULAa4X2ig2Lw

