
Headmaster's Missive
11/20/19- Saint Rose Philippine Duchesne

"Christ’s coming into the world was not like that of a sightseer to a strange city, but
rather like that of an artist visiting His own studio, or an author paging the books he
himself has written, for in becoming incarnate the Divine Word was tabernacling

Himself in His own creation. His human nature in no way limited His Divine Wisdom,
but it did give Him a new way of communicating it to humans, and one quite

comfortable to their own nature. Through a human tongue like their own, speaking
their own dialect, people hear him say 'I am the light of the world'"

- Ven. Fulton J. Sheen

Dear Parents,

Thank you all for a blessed and joyful evening last Friday! Venerable Sheen's quote

above resonates with the spirit of Harvest Banquet. We put on a Banquet, as best as

we humanly can, and invite God's presence. I am proud of Holy Spirit Academy; we

shared something beautiful with our greater community. What was wonderful was a

sense, shared by many, that Christ came "tabernacling" amidst our hospitality and

https://www.holyspiritacademy.org/calendar


festivity. I pray He refreshed, inspired, and elevated your spirit. I would like to again

extend special thanks to our banquet planners, Mrs. and Mr. LaFond, Mrs. Matras,

Mrs. Wieneke, all parent volunteers, as well as Mr. Lippert and Miss Billion for doing

great work in their important roles. By the way, didn't young Mr. Loch do an

excellent job on his speech? Let us continue a spirit of fellowship and prayer as we

race towards the end of the semester.

Godspeed,

Andrew M. Lang

Headmaster

Venerable Fulton Sheen, Pray for Us!

PP lease review  our live calendar for completelease review  our live calendar for complete

coverage of upcoming events!coverage of upcoming events!

FYI-Upcoming EventsFYI-Upcoming Events
Thursday, Nov 21 Bring in
supplies for Cookies you are
baking.
Friday, Nov 22  No School-
Teacher Development day
Sunday, Nov 24 Cub Bagging
at Monticello Cub 10-
5 (Raising money for sports
equipment). Sign ups at
school.
Monday, Nov 25 Cookie
Baking for Cookies and Carols
Event. 
Be sure to invite your family
and friends to Cookies and
Carols on Dec10 so they can
taste these delicious treats
and gather to celebrate our
Lord's birth in song! 
Wed-Fri, Nov 27-29 No School
- Thanksgiving Break 

Sheen TeamSheen Team

Facul tyFacul ty
RuminationRumination
by M r. Langby M r. Lang

In Senior Theology we have
completed our study of the
nature of virtue and are starting on the
cardinal virtues. A cardinal virtue of special
importance in this age is prudence, which St.
Thomas defines as "wisdom concerning
human affairs." Wisdom of this kind is
humanly only acquired by experience, and
secondarily by docility to the more
experienced and prudent. I have found this
is well-tread territory for seniors conceptually.
Yet many seniors struggle to concretely
imagine growing in virtue in the thick of day-
to-day adult life. One offbeat supplemental
reading that we read to help them consider
this problem is a selection from David Foster
Wallace's The Pale King, which chronicles a
group of IRS accountants struggling to find
meaning and fulfillment in a dull career. One
of them is inspired by a talk he hears from a
Jesuit which proposes that 'heroism' is
actually how we respond to the ordinary:
"True heroism is minutes, hours, weeks, year
upon year of the quiet, precise, judicious
exercise of probity and care—with no one
there to see or cheer." Prudently finding the
grace of the present moment is a difficult but
liberating ideal as seniors begin to consider
their future prospects.



THANK YOU to all HSA Families and
students for their hard work and
support of our Harvest
Banquet! More details to come on
our results.

- Banquet wrap-up meeting is
tomorrow night (Nov. 21) from 6:30-
8PM at the LaFond home. Please
plan to attend. 
- If you have any feedback on
Banquet, please reach out to Robin
LaFond
(robin lafond1975@gmail.comrobin lafond1975@gmail.com) or
Betty Matras
(bmatras@holyspiritacademy.orbmatras@holyspiritacademy.or
gg) to share that. We would like to
collect all feedback as soon as
possible- ideally  before- ideally  before
tomorrow evening's meetingtomorrow evening's meeting. . 

Venerable Fulton Sheen, pray for us!

Ven. SheenVen. Sheen
BeatificationBeatification

Have you heard
that HSA's
patron Ven.
Fulton Sheen's beatification
(making him a "blessed") is
happening in Peoria on
December 21st?
Read Read more here! Now is a
great time to get more familiar
with our patron.
We are inquiring into the
possibility of organizing an
unofficial all-school roadtrip to
be present for this major
event.
Please replyreply  to this missive if
you would be interested in
tickets for this event if we were

Activity Director's CornerActivity Director's Corner
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able to acquire them
In your email please indicate
# of students interested as
well as any parents; faculty
and staff should also indicate
their interest. Thanks!

Ms. Billion distributed scripts to students in the
drama program at Tuesday’s practice and
read-throughs are underway. This year's
production is Shakespeare’s “As You Like
It.” Mark your calendars for February 21 and
22, 2020!
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