
Headmaster's Missive
10/30/19- St. Alphonsus Rodriguez

"Heaven is a city on a hill, hence we cannot coast into it ; we have to
climb." - Ven. Fulton J. Sheen

Dear Parents,

I pray this finds you well. With 1st Quarter Report Cards going home this week,

today's quote from our patron reminds us of a fundamental principle: We are

striving for a goal we have not achieved yet. This may seem like a discouraging

prospect to the overly optimistic student who hopes that their studies will simply be

success. Yet the more mature way of approaching studies is to view it as a constant

upwards journey to new discipline, knowledge, and wisdom. I had a conversation

with a parent this week lamenting how little our popular culture expects from our

https://www.holyspiritacademy.org/calendar


teens. In fact, they all have tremendous potential, both in holiness and

intellectually, waiting to develop precisely during their high school years if only they

apply themselves. So grades, good or bad, are an opportunity to begin anew and

to strive for a greater holiness and virtue in their vocation as students. This is indeed

what we are reminded with this week's feast days. A good daily reminder: "We have

to climb."

Godspeed,

Andrew M. Lang

Headmaster

Venerable Fulton Sheen, Pray for Us!

PP lease review  our live calendar for completelease review  our live calendar for complete

coverage of upcoming events!coverage of upcoming events!

FYI-Upcoming EventsFYI-Upcoming Events
HSA Families invited to our first
Game NightGame Night  - this Friday,
November 1 (All Saints
Day).  The Morris family is
sponsoring an informal social
gathering for Holy Spirit
Academy families and staff to
foster community and
celebrate our extended HSA
family. Please see the flyerthe flyer for
more details. Bring your
families, snacks, and come
enjoy an evening of fun with
other HSA families! This will start
right after school and families
can join in whenever they
can get here. The Morris family
will have movies for the young
ones, many different games
will be set up, or bring your
own favorite! This is a great
family event and a way to
get acquainted with other
HSA families!

Report Cards coming home in
Friday envelopes.

Facul tyFacul ty
RuminationRumination

by M rs. Hesterby M rs. Hester
The Juniors recently left
Henry VIII’s Tudor court in
history and entered the court of
Shakespeare's Hamlet in literature.  As
Hamlet unfolds, it is clear that Shakespeare
did not intend it to be merely a revenge
play, but to reflect the complexities of the
Elizabethan society in which he lived.  As
such, the Juniors are being challenged to
tackle not only the intricacies of plot and
character within the play, but to examine
the challenging religious and political
situation of the time, particularly for those
sincerely striving to be true to their
consciences.  From there, the deeper
questions of man’s identity and destiny
inevitably arise. Who and what is man? To
what end should his actions be ordered -to
this world or the next? What is the nature
and relationship of love and duty? What is
the connection between honesty and
sanity? What are the repercussions of
deception, both on the deceiver and the
one deceived? What is man’s responsibility
when faced with injustice and corruption?

https://files.constantcontact.com/feed6bc7401/30c4e7fe-4947-4298-83b1-b1a5f7a07091.pdf


Sheen TeamSheen Team
Please REGISTER online for
Banquet. https://www.holyshttps://www.holys
piritacademy.org/banquepiritacademy.org/banque
t-registrationt-registration  Only 4 families
have registered. Early Bird rate
ends November 1stNovember 1st  and
prices will increase from
$70/person to $80/person. As
a reminder, all families are
asked to attend the Banquet
and to try to fill a table. Invite
your friends and family
members! Banquet is a FUN
night and a great celebration
of HSA. 
We need YOUR families' help
at Banquet! Please utilize the
Sign Up
Genius: https://www.signuphttps://www.signup
genius.com/go/30e0c48agenius.com/go/30e0c48a
da92da6f85-hsaharvestda92da6f85-hsaharvest
Please turn in your raffle
tickets. 10 families have
turned in raffle tickets. Please
send your tickets into the
office by Monday,Monday,
November 4th. November 4th. Families with
unsold raffle tickets will be
invoiced next weekinvoiced next week. If you
sell extra tickets (tickets above
your minimum!), you will be
entered in a drawing for
prizes! 
Send in your silent auction
donations by October October
31st31st . No silent auction
donations will be accepted
after this week.
BOYS, make sure you have a
red tie to wear the night of
Banquet. If you don't, please
let the office know by
November 1st. November 1st. Ties are $10
and we are ordering this
week. 

Activity Director's CornerActivity Director's Corner

https://www.holyspiritacademy.org/banquet-registration
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c48ada92da6f85-hsaharvest


This week, our activities bulletin board shows
just a sampling of all the great activities we
have going on. We enjoyed a Halloween
costume day on Tuesday, requested by the
Student Council. A huge portion of the
students have signed on for this year’s As You
Like It, an auspicious beginning to another
production by the Drama Club. Other
enrichment activities include weekly
meetings of the Chess, Ballroom Dance,
Yearbook, and Pro-Life clubs. Many students
also take advantage of athletic
activities. The ladies just concluded their
volleyball season and Boy’s Basketball is just
around the corner, starting November
18th. Fencing Club develops students’
agility, alertness and self-defense-skills...and
they get to fight with swords! Looking ahead:
Mock Trial will be showing To Kill A
Mockingbird on Nov. 8th- all students are
welcome. Thank you to all the students and
faculty that make these extracurriculars
possible!
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